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THE POCKLINGTON GROUP OF PARISHES 

The Combined Benefices of Pocklington Wold and Londesborough Wold 

Ministry Team 
Clergy 

Vacancy-Vicar   
Vacant –House for Duty Assistant Curate  
with welcome assistance from the following retired clergy who have the  
Archbishop’s Permission To Officiate (PTO) 
Revd Shelagh Jones  01430 871612 
Revd Les Slow  303888 
Revd Tony Burdon  304290 
Revd Pam Burdon  304290 
Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson  01430 650271 

  
Readers   
Mr Mike Bailey 01430 873318  
Mrs Bronnie Broadhurst 307479  
Mr David Rumbelow 306056  
Mr Brian Snelson 302206  
Mrs Pam Dean                                303278                    
Mrs Barbara Myerscough (in training) 303331 
                                                                                             

         Recognised Parish Assistants                                    W = Worship      P= Pastoral                 
         
         Dr Brian James                   01377 288148                  W 

Mrs Joy Hadley 306655 W/P 
Mrs Annie Harrison           01377 288070                  W       
Mrs Freda Bailey                01430 873318                  W/P  

         Mrs Lyn Stanton                             302073                  P  
          

Pastoral Team: 
Coordinator:   Mrs Bronnie Broadhurst tel 307479 
Mrs Lyn Stanton, Mr David Rumbelow, Mrs Joy Hadley, Revd Canon Rodney Nicholson 
Revd Shelagh Jones, Mrs Pam Dean 
 
Parish Visitors:  
Pat Herbert, Sheila Waller, Annie Harrison, Louis Taylor, Frankie Taylor, Peter Brooke 
 
Group Safeguarding Representative:  Revd Les Slow 303888 
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        Pocklington Deanery Synod Representatives: 

       Sue Woodcock and Bronnie Broadhurst 

       Members of the Pocklington Parochial Church Council: 

       Hilary Slow, David Brown, Ian Ryder, Julie Ryder, Sue Currier, Louis Taylor, John Douglas, 
Kath Gilbank, Lyn Stanton, Carol Taylor, Karen Hoop  

Pocklington Group of Churches Pastoral Team  

The Pastoral Team is available to visit the bereaved, those who are ill, the housebound, or 
anyone who would like someone to talk to .This is an important part of the Church’s 
ministry and mission but we can only visit those we know about. So if you, or anyone you 
know, would welcome a visit from a member of the church family, please contact us and we 
will arrange for a member of the Pastoral Team to visit. 
 

Church Wardens: 
St Giles, Burnby Mr C Soukup 306154 
 Mr J Hewitt 302622 
 
St Ethelburga, Gt Givendale Mr J Goodhart 368817 
 Mrs M Stephens 01262 678153 
 
St Martin, Hayton Mrs E Thackray 304317 
 
St Mary, Huggate Mrs R Braithwaite 01377 288422 
 Mrs S Dale 01377 288233 
 
All Saints, Londesborough Mrs J Fletcher 01430 873554 
  
St Margaret, Millington Mrs S Sheard  304783  
 
St James, Nunburnholme Dr A Henworth                                        302156  
 
All Saints, Pocklington Mr N Laws        304307  
 Mrs H Slow 303888 
 
All Saints, Shiptonthorpe Mr S Jones 01430 871612 

 Mrs F Bailey 01430 873318



 
 

New life bubbling up by Rodney Nicholson  

One of the joys of taking services in different churches is seeing something of the life of 

other parishes. On June 17th, for example, I paid my now monthly visit to Stamford Bridge 

and/or Catton. It was their all-age worship, without Communion, and St John’s church was 

well filled with worshippers of all ages, with children, young adults and older people – 

rather like our Family Communion. The following evening I was asked about congregations 

being smaller today than in the past (whatever we mean by “the past”). I replied, “Well, I 

took part in lively worship yesterday.” It was an example of my preference for today’s 

Church where, in spite of problems, new life is bubbling up all the time. 

 It so happened that a few days earlier I had attended the licensing of Fran Wakefield 

as priest-in-charge of St Hilda’s, Tang Hall. It was a super service, led by the Archbishop: 

warm, lively, fairly informal and full of hope. My mind went back to induction services of 

the past which were much more serious and stilted affairs, with very little humour and 

where no one thought of clapping. Give me today’s Church any day. 

 It was then a delight to share with Bronnie in the baptism of Hugh Taylor, son of 

Louis and Frankie, two of our parish visitors. We had hymns of their choice and, as at every 

baptism, welcomed their wider family and close friends. All was very happy. After a relaxing 

hour in Burnby Hall gardens, listening to the Swinton Excelsior brass band, I drove to 

Sancton, in my home benefice of Market Weighton, to lead a short all-age worship for 

Fathers’ Day. There were a few older people from the village but, unusually, no local 

families. We did, however, have two lovely families from outside Sancton: one, from 

Market Weighton, who had seen the poster and the other, a family on holiday, who had 

also seen the poster. They had driven through the village the previous day, on account of a 

traffic diversion, seen the poster and decided to come, even though they were staying at 

Filey. Obviously a keen Christian family, they had worshipped at Filey in the morning but 

liked the idea of a Fathers’ Day service. 

 Members of most congregations say, “We need more young people”, which is true. 

The average age at services usually resembles my own. Yet there are young people in our 

churches. Going back to Fran’s licensing in York, I got talking to an enthusiastic young girl of 

14/15 who was a committed member of that church and looking forward to Fran’s ministry. 

Many students attend St Michael-le-Belfrey, but they support other churches too, such as 

Lawrence’s, which goes out of its way to welcome them. 

 Some congregations claim to want young people but do not want any changes. Young 

people do not necessarily want “noise” all the time and indeed can respond to quietness 

and reflection. Nevertheless, worship should not stand still, so that we simply repeat what 

we did last year and the years before that. There are fresh ways of proclaiming God’s truth 

to successive generations. “Mission Praise” is an excellent book for today’s worship. Our life 

and joy in Christ should be such that we readily embrace new ways of living out the good 
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news of the Saviour. We look forward to welcoming, in due course, our new vicar who will 

be a man or woman of prayer, imagination and a love for Jesus which he or she is keen to 

share with others. 

Elvis the pug came to the funeral 

I rarely attend funeral services which I am not myself conducting, but Kate Beal’s service at 

Burnby on 21st June was one such exception. Beautifully taken by Bronnie, it included a 

superb appreciation by Ivor Loney. I was delighted that Elvis (7), the pug who spent most of 

his life with Kate, followed behind the coffin. He has now returned to Kate’s son, Richard 

and his partner Louise. Elvis was impeccably behaved and showed how a dog can indeed 

attend a funeral service. I look forward to seeing him at the annual pets’ service on 1st July. 

 

A prison excursion 

Brian Penter has a knack of getting good speakers at the Men’s Breakfast, and last time was 

no exception when we welcomed former prison chaplain, the Revd Frank Fletcher of York. 

Being a life-time officer in that excellent Anglican organisation, the Church Army, he is 

officially:  the Revd Captain Frank Fletcher. I know Frank as a fellow attendee at the 

monthly coffee morning in York for retired clergy and their wives/widows. 

 Coincidentally, the last speaker at the Mothers’ Union was Mrs Stella Vernon from 

Hull, who helps with family welfare at Hull prison once a month and gave us a brilliant 

insight into their valuable work. Frank explained that the UK has 85,000 prisoners – 

equivalent to half the population of York, divided into Category A, B, C and D institutions – 

though the D’s are being phased out in favour of their inmates being released on licence. 

He repeated the point, often made, that many prisoners are illiterate. Jonathan Aitken, the 

former convicted Conservative minister, now a Christian and an ordained chaplain, has 

stressed that fact. Many too have mental health problems. 

 Frank spoke about his personal ministry to those in gaol, all of whom are entitled to 

ask for the chaplain. He added that sometimes the prison staff advise them to see the 

chaplain over some minor issue which isn’t really a chaplaincy matter. He paid tribute, 

however, to the often high quality or prison officers, working in difficult conditions. He told 

some funny stories, including the incident of a group who escaped but then walked round 

the countryside in a circle, ending up back at the prison, where they rang to be let in. 

 Sensibly the chaplaincy team work ecumenically. Chapel services, not surprisingly, 

are generally well supported as offering somewhere to go, but there are prisoners who 

genuinely find a living faith in Christ while in prison, perhaps through an Alpha course. To 

the charge that some prisoners fake conversion, Shelagh Jones has replied, “I have seen 
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young lads in tears at their prison baptism service; but it isn’t exactly “cool” to cry in front 

of your friends.” 

 Stella Vernon described the tremendous work which Mothers’ Union members do by 

being with visitors and their children at UK prisons. Children love their dad, granddad or 

elder brother, in spite of his breaking the law. MU helpers serve refreshments and play with 

the children for the two hours of visiting time. It is a real act of self-less Christian service. 

 

Children’s Society boxes 

House boxes provide a valuable income for The Children’s Society, for whom I do some 

speaking and preaching. We could do, however, with someone to look after these boxes 

and also for people to have a box. Please contact me if you would like to know more. Brian 

Penter has done a faithful job for many years in collecting shop boxes, but this source of 

income has dwindled, so we think we shall let it go.   

 

Christian Aid Week total 

The total for the Pocklington Christian Aid Week area came to £1,983 (to the nearest £1). 

This was made up of All Saints (donations through church and some house-to-house 

collections): £276; Pocklington Methodist Church: £134; Millington: £153; Huggate: £95; 

Barmby Moor: £653; Melbourne: £683. Shiptonthorpe separately collected £512. The 

Market Weighton total was £2,177, making a grand, combined total of £4,672. 

 
Yours in Christ                          Rodney Nicholson 
 
 
JOURNEYS INTO PRAYER       July              Pam and Tony Burdon 
 

 

After Trinity Sunday, we enter into an extended period of “Ordinary Time” in our church 
calendar which lasts until All Saints Day on 1st November. This is sometimes referred to as 
the “long green prairie” of the Sundays after Trinity, green being the liturgical colour for 
this season of “ordinary time”. 
 
Sometimes, we are tempted to think that it is only the extraordinary experiences of God 
that matter. But there are rich spiritual traditions which remind us that God meets with us 
in the ordinary and everyday events of our human lives. 
 
One such tradition is the spiritual classic “The Practice of the Presence of God”, a series of 
letters and conversations with Brother Lawrence (a 17th century Carmelite monk). 
Converted at the age of 18, Brother Lawrence lived a life where he sought to “do everything 
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in the presence of God”, whether it be among the pots and pans of the monastic kitchen or 
in the worship of the monastic chapel. Here is a short extract of this classic:- 
 

“It is not necessary for being with God always to be at church; we may make an oratory of 
the heart wherein to retire from time to time to converse with Him in meekness, humility 
and love. Everyone is capable of such familiar conversation with God, some more, some 
less…..”. 
 
Another such tradition are those beautiful prayers which come from the Celtic tradition. 
Many of these prayers have their origin in the Western Highlands and Islands of Scotland, 
and are deeply rooted in the events of everyday life. Prayers for when you wake up in the 
morning… prayers for when you go to bed at night… prayers when you are working at the 
loom… prayers when you are milking the cow! 
 
Here are two prayers which you might like to use as a way of “practicing the presence of 
God” each morning and evening. The first comes from the Celtic tradition, and you may like 
to use it first thing in the morning when you are washing or getting dressed:- 
 
Thanks be to thee, O God that I have risen this day to the rising of life itself. May it be a day 
of blessing, O God of every good gift. As I clothe myself with wool, clothe me with thy grace. 
And as the mist scatters from the crest of the hills, so may each ill haze clear from my soul, 
O God. 
 
The second prayer is a prayer of Cardinal Newman which is found in the Order for 
Compline, and is sometimes used at funeral services. You may like to use this when you 
switch off your bedside lamp last thing at night:- 
 
O Lord, support us all the day long of this troublous life, until the shadows lengthen and the 
evening comes, the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then 
Lord, in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging, a holy rest and peace at the last, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
If you would like to explore these ideas further, we would recommend Paula Gooder’s book 
“Everyday God: The Spirit of Ordinary Time”. As well as exploring the theme, there are also 
biblical reflections for the season of “Ordinary Time”. 
 
PS Anything written by Paula Gooder is well worth reading!! 
 
 

The deadline for the August edition is Friday 20th July and copy should be 

emailed to: davidcbrown5@hotmail.com 
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PRAYING TOGETHER 

 
Pam and Tony Burdon have offered to lead weekly times of prayer during the vacancy and 
look forward to welcoming any who are able to join them at these prayer times. Each 
meeting will last 30 - 45 minutes. The format will be simple and familiar, perhaps in the 
context of Compline. 
These are our plans for our prayer times: 
July: every Thursday at 7.30 pm in Nunburnholme church 
August: every Thursday at 7.00 pm in Huggate church 
September: we hope to meet at Shiptonthorpe, details yet to be decided. 
 
Our thanks to all who have made these arrangements possible. Please note the variations in 
times of our meetings. 
We look forward to praying with you. 
 

                 

At our June meeting the speaker was Canon Stella Vernon who is a member of Mothers 

Union in the Hull area. The subject of her talk was "Prison Visiting". Stella goes every 

Monday and has been doing so for over 20 years. She and other members look after the 

children who come with grownups to visit prisoners. Rules are very strict, there can be very 

little communication between them and the children and they have to be in and out of the 

prison within two hours and not a minute over. 

Stella and other MU members who visit have won awards locally and nationally, which 

shows the dedication there is. It was a most interesting talk, but things can get difficult at 

times due to the restrictions. 

There is no meeting on Tuesday 3rd July but there will be one on Tuesday 7th August. 

May I remind all members that the York Archdeaconry Service will be at St. Giles Church, 

Copmanthorpe on Thursday, 19th July at 7.30 pm 

 

All are welcome to any of our meetings. 

With many Blessings 

Josie Penter  
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                    To love as Jesus loves.                         Paddy  

When I look into other people’s eyes what do I see? 

When I look into their eyes, what are my thoughts? 

Do I see them as folk who have needs like me? 

Or do I consider they really count as nought? 

 

Am I condemning, judgemental and disdainful? 

Perhaps I see a reflection of my own behaviour, 

But that I do not want to see. It’s far too painful 

For my faults do not carry a pleasant savour. 

 

Do I see arrogance and intolerance gazing back at me? 

How shameful that I didn’t see 

‘ Twas a true reflection of my own faulty ways, 

Forgetting there is One who ever looks with loving gaze 

Upon all creation His Father has made. 

 

And I too should look upon my neighbour 

With that same love that Christ has poured out for me. 

Love not reserved for those who circle in high places, 

Or who minister with majesty and power, 

Or is shown only to people of certain races. 

But it is a love for all, the humble and the great, 

The poor and the vulnerable, those fragile as a flower. 

 

Jesus calls us to love as He loves, not judgmental, nor intolerant, 

But drawn .together in the unity of love, for He said, 

“I give you a new commandment that you love one another  

Just as I have loved you, you should love one another. 

All will recognise that you are my disciples by the love 

you have for one another” 
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Note from Chris Ramsden  

The Revd Charlie Allen (Chris and Alec Ramsden's daughter) will be installed as Canon 

Chancellor of Durham Cathedral on Saturday 22nd September at 3.00pm.  All are welcome! 

 

Chris Ramsden  

                                                            -------------------------------------------                

Did you know that you can sign up to receive a weekly E-news update from the Diocese? 

Keep up to date with forthcoming events, links to online news stories and download the 

monthly diocesan prayer diary too. 

                                       www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/enews 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/enews
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           Flower Festival 15th -18th September  

 

                                                            STEWARDS     

          A Remember Rejoice Flower Festival commemorating 100 years since the end of 

WW1 will be held in All Saints Church from 14 to 18 September 2018.  The Festival will also 

include a Preview Evening, a Concert and a Memorial Service. 

In order to ensure that visitors and guests are able to fully appreciate the Festival in an 

unhurried yet orderly manner, Stewards are required to be at various points in Church to 

offer help and advice as may be required. 

If you would like to assist by being a Steward please contact Betty and John Douglas (01759 

303486) or the Church Office (01759 306045) for more information.  

 

                     VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED FOR SATURDAY TO TUESDAY   

If you are able to help with either staffing the Café during the week or able to  bake some 

cakes /scones etc for the Café ,please complete one of the forms in the Church or have a 

word with Carole Laws on 304307 or 306045 (Church office ) 

We are opening on Saturday, Monday and Tuesday 9am until 5pm and Sunday 12pm to 

5pm. 

A couple of hours or so will help –you do not have to be available the whole time  

 

                                                    LADIES BREAKFAST  

            The next breakfast at the Lily Pad Café, Burnby Hall Gardens, will be on  

                                            Saturday 28th July at 8.15 for 8.30. 

    The speaker will be Les Usher who is the Tower Captain and Steeple Keeper and  

                                        the title of his talk will be Pocklington Bells. 

Please sign the board at the back of the Church. The cost will be £10 payable in advance 

to Mae Brown. 
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                                              Preview evening on Friday  

There are very few tickets left for the evening and these are available from the Church 

office. They sold very rapidly once we were able to secure the services of three of the  

D Day Darlings who featured on Britain’s Got Talent .They are chief fund raisers for the 

British Legion and have been endorsed by Dame Vera Lynn.        

                                                           Concert on Saturday  

Tickets will be available shortly from the Church office at a cost of £10   

There will be an evening of Music, Poetry and Readings from World War 1 

In the Company and Michael Cooper and Friends  

                                                     Service on Sunday  

The commerative service will be led by the Bishop of Selby and will commence at 10am  

                           -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We have 5 coaches booked in on Saturday and 1 on Monday. They are coming to the 

Festival first and then visiting Burnby Hall Gardens and the Café for lunch or afternoon tea. 

Visitors to the Gardens will pay half the admission price on production of their Flower 

Festival Brochure.   

 

Betty, John and Carole are asking for assistance which is vital for the success of the festival. 

It will be a very busy time and your help is needed .Anyone assisting with stewarding or in 

the café will have free entry to the festival. 

You may offer to help for two hours, then have a look around and then return for another 

two hours.  We wish to be very flexible and hope that you feel able to help them. 
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           July Services in the Pocklington Group of Churches  

 Burnby 
 1st July 9.15 am  Family Service (CW) Pet Service 
 Great Givendale  
 8th July  6.00 pm  Evening Prayer (BCP)  
 22nd  9.15 am  Holy Communion (BCP)  
 
 Hayton 
 1st July    9.15 am  Holy Communion (CW)  
 15th  9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 Huggate  
 1st July 9.15 am All Age Worship  
 8th 9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 14th  2.00 pm Special –hymns and pimms   
 22nd  9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW) 
 
 Londesborough  
 1st July 10.45 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) 
 8th  10.45 am  Holy Communion (CW) 
 22nd    10.45 am  Morning Prayer (CW)  
 Millington 
  8th July  9.15 am  Holy Communion (CW)  
 22nd   9.15 am  Morning Prayer (CW)  
 
 Nunburnholme  
 1st July  10.45 am  All Age Worship  
 15th 10.45 am Family Communion (CW) 

 Pocklington 
 1st July 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)  
 1st   10.45 am  Family Communion (CW)   
 8th  10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW) 
 15th  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 15th   10.45 am Sung Eucharist (CW)  
 22nd   10.45 am  Sung Eucharist (CW) Baptism follows  
 29th  10.45 am  Holy Communion (CW) Group Service    
 
 Shiptonthorpe                        
 1st July  10.45 am  Holy Communion (BCP) in Village Hall 
 8th  10.45 am  All Age Worship in Village Hall  
 15th   10.45am  Morning Prayer (BCP) in Village Hall 
 22nd    10.45 am  Family Communion (CW) in Village Hall 
 29th  9.00 am  Morning Prayer (BCP) in Village Hall  
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 PARISH REGISTERS 

 

          We have welcomed into the Christian Family through Baptism: 

 

            

 27th May   Edward Sharpless   Huggate  

  27th May  Rosie Donkin   Pocklington 

 

 

 

        We have united in Marriage through the love of God 

9th June   Ryan Andrew Curtis and     

     Charlotte Catherine Norris Davison 

     All Saints, Pocklington 

  

 

               We have commended to God’s sure keeping with thanksgiving: 

   

21st May  Thomas Richard Holmes   Octon 

24th May  Peter Christopher Sunman  Pocklington 

30th May  Sandra Stubbins    York 

4th June  Leene Elisabeth  Silickis   Pocklington 

5th June  Michael Beal    Octon 

11th June  Miriam Mary Elliott   York 

13th June  Hubert Kendra    Hayton 

14th June   Reg (Reginald) Ramsey   Octon 

15th June  Harry Walter Stratford   Pocklington 

21st June  Kath (Kathleen Ruth) Beal  Octon 
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  PASTORAL SERVICES 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
 

  To enquire about arrangements for these services  

  Please call at the Parish Office in the Church or phone 01759 306045  

  Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm 

                                        Scale of fees and charges for 2018 

 Baptisms  

 There is no fee for a service of Baptism  
 Certificate of Baptism, if required.  £14.00  
 

 Weddings  

 Publication of Banns.  £29.00 
 Certificate of Banns, if required.  £14.00 
 Marriage Service.  £441.00 
 Certificate of Marriage at registration.                       £4.00  
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Bells  £120.00 
 Heating   £55.00 

   
 
 Please note that an additional charge will be made if extra facilities are required. 

We regret that it is not always possible to come back into the Church for additional 

photographs after the service. 

 Funerals  

 Funeral service in Church, Cemetery or Crematorium  £190.00 
 Verger  £32.00 
 Organist  £80.00 
 Heating  £55.00   
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                                  A Prayer for the life of our Parishes and Churches  

O God ,make the door of this church wide enough to receive all who need human love and 
fellowship; narrow enough to shut out envy ,pride and strife. Make its threshold smooth 
enough to be no stumbling block for children, nor to straying feet, but rugged and strong to 
turn back the tempter’s power. God make the doorway of this house the entrance to your 
eternal kingdom. Amen 
 

                          Parish Church of All Saints, Pocklington 
                                       Church office 01759 306045 
                                        Office hours are Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1 pm 
          Office @allsaintspock.plus.com 

Electoral Roll Officer Doreen Pea 305552 

Flower Team Contact Ann Theakston  302731 

Little Saints Leader             vacancy    

Magazine Editor  David Brown 305521 

Magazine Distribution Rowena Protheroe  304984 

Mothers Union Secretary Josie Penter 303062  

Organist and Choirmaster Michael Cooper  305929  

Parish Administrators              Sue Currier and Carole Laws       306045 

Pastoral Coordinator Bronnie Broadhurst  307479 

PCC Secretary Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Planned Giving /Gift Aid                 Sue Currier  0740 1133219 

Treasurer David Brown  305521  

Verger                                                 Ian Ryder                                          318640  

          For all Church and Meeting Room bookings please contact the Church Office  

                 For more information about the Church, please visit our websites 

                                             www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org 

                                                          www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk 

                                             www. pockflyingman.org.uk 

                                             www.pockflowerfestival.org.uk 

http://www.pocklingtongroupofchurches.org/
http://www.pocklingtonchurchfriends.org.uk/

